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760 NEWFOUNDLAND'S NAVAL AND MILITARY CONTRIBUTION
DURING THE WAR.*

(January, 1920.)

1. At the outbreak of war there was no military force in Newfoundland. There
was, however, a pre-War Establishment of 380 Naval Reservists, besides local boys'
bri

Newfoundland contributed to the fighting forces of the Empire 11,922 all ranks,
consisting of 9,326 men for the Army, 2,053 men for the Royal Naval Reserve, 500 men
for the Newfoundland Forestry Corps, and 43 nurses. Fys -

The Royal Newfoundland Regiment furnished a battalion for the Gallipoli campaign,
and sent 4,253 men to France and Belgium, suffering the following casualties : —

Killed in action and died of wounds ... 1,082

Di.ed.from other causes Sl)g
B WaE oo o e s e e 108
Wounded .. = ... et -2 914

Total ... 3,661

8,000 Newfoundlanders enlisted in the Canadian and other forces {outside
Newfoundland) but there is no statistical record of casualties regarding them, although
it is known they were heavy.

Money, de.

Total receipts-— $
t Fundt e 129,200.52
Aeroplane Fund e 58,487.45
- Red Cross Fund o 151,500.00
Patriotic Fund... ... 166,687.16

A War Loan of $6,000,000.00 was raised by Newfoundland.

A large quantity of Red Cross material, &c., was sent from the Dominion during
the war to the various organizations overseas in addition to many thousands of dollars
worth of comforts for the troops. ”

Newfoundland provided the pay and allowances of the Royal Newfoundland
Regiment (6,326 all ranks) and mncfe up the diffurence in pay to bring the Royal

Newfoundland) Naval Reserve to the same scale as that of the Royval Newfoundland

iment, besides equipping the Royal Newfouudland Regiment before proceeding
overseas. &

2. Grand totals of Newfoundlanders raised for the war up to 11th November,
1918 :—

All ranks.
(a.) The Royal Newfoundland Regiment .. 6,264
(b.) The Royal Newfoundland Regiment, recruited in Great Britain ... 62
The Newfoundland Forestry gorps {non-combatant) ... 498
o

c.
d.} The Newfoundland Forestry Corps, recruited in Great Britain ... 2
e.) The Roval Naval Reserve é.’\ ewfoundland) (pre-War Establishment) 580

(j.e The Royal Naval Reserve (Newfoundland) raised since August,1914 1,473

(g-) Enlisted in other units in Canada and elsewhere (estimated) ... 3,000
(h.) Nurses serving overseas ... 13
11,922

* Based on information supplied by the High Commissiover fur Newfonndland.
1 Tustead of maintaining a hospital overseas, Newfoundland supported 301 Leds in addition to 32 in
Newfoundland,



8. Number on Active Service, up to 11th November, 1918 :—

The Royal Newfoundland Regiment .. 5,046
The Newfoundland Forestrv Corps (non- combatants) .. AT7
The Royal Naval Reserve (Newfoundland)... e .. 2,053
In Canadmn and other units (estlm;\ted) ... 3,000
Nurses... 43

10,619

701

4. Of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment, 163* officers and 3,248* other ranks
proceeded from the United Kingdom to theatres of war, of whom 38 officers and 1,140

other ranks served in Gallipoli.
145 officers and 4,108 other ranks served in France or Belgium.

Nore.—The latter does not include officers and men who were transferred from

Gallipoli to France or Belgium in 1916.
5. Casualties in the Royal Newfoundland Regiment (see next page).

6. In the Newfoundland Forestry Corps two men were accidentally killed.

7. In the Royal (N ewfoundhnd) Naval Reserve there were :—

Killed in action ... . 167
Invalided out 124
Sent home for dnscharge on eompletlon of term of service 279

8. There are no figures available for casualties in regard to Newfoundlanders in

forces not administered by the Newfoundland Government, 1.e., 2 (g).

NEWrFOUNDLAND CONTINGENT.

L
The Royal Newfoundland Regiinent (Oiemru)
Combatants.
All ranks.

Number of men sent from Newfoundland ... .. 4,984
Enlisted or commissioned in Great Britain ... 62

Total ... .. ... 5,046

1L

State of the Royal Newfoundland Regimeit at 31st December, 1919,

Killed in action ...
Killed accidentally British Expedmonarv Foroe)
Died of wounds (including 15 in German hands)

Mmsmg (presumed dead) ..
. Died of sickness (mcludmg 15 in German hands)
Died by suicide ... .

. Died by violence (in German hands\

Nk

588
1
254
259
95
1

1



8. Found drowned (in Great Britain) ok o 1
9. Accidentally drowned (whilst bathing, France) .. " 1
10. Died as risult enemy air raid on hospital, France i
11. Died by misadventure (in Great Britain) 1
12. Repatriated to Newfoundland ... 3,632
13. Betu'ed o%:chm ged in Great Britain (75 of whom were subscquently 166
14. sserted 10
15. Transfemd to other corps(uot. mcludmg Newfoundland Fonestr) Corps) 18
16. Remumn m Greut Britain—
hospital 7
b Pay and Record Office (London) on duty 10
(e Elsewhere Great Britain . —
Total 3,046
* Tucluding officers and meu who may have proceeded Overseas several times,
IIL
The Royal Newfoundland Regimeiit, Casualties as at 31st Deceinber, 1919,
Killed. ie;‘: m‘;;l mw"‘ﬁu&il \Vounded. | Missing. ~ Total.
| |
Espeditionary Force or Place. [ ) — 1 ¥ o
ghalell s Lalegleldlalht § 4
(G IEEIE ER| 2 13E g | ER E:‘§ Eé‘"g 3t
%P |° |8 |& c|& |65 |83 = &
2 Sl = Snch
British Mediterranean Ex- 1!17 '13'.. 18 7] 36 l‘ .8l 134
peditionary Porca'(hllipoh) ' v |
British Espeditionary Force | 28 543 17-m1, .. | 40t 38 |2168 ssms 6 [144 117 3,364
United Kingdom il en ) ‘ o foo 4 .. .. .| o e 44
Potale” . iy 560 rl'l we| .. 02 “65 (2,249 | 8 im 6 (144 125 3,542
l

* Iucluding 1 in enemy hands.

t Including 14 in enemy hands.
$ Of whom 8 officers ami 251 orher ranks are pelumed

IV.

3 Im.lndmg 16 in enemy hands.

Newfoundland Forestry Corps (Overseus).

Number of men sent from Newfoundland
Enlisted or commissioned in Great Britain

Total

s

All ranks.

.. 479

481

|(



1. Discharged to Newfoundland
2. Discharged in Great Britain ...
3. Accidentally killed .
4. Found drowned

Silver medals given to 30, 000

Conimemorative medals are
struck from time to time to
mark important anniversaries
and other great occasions.
The most recent of these
events was the Centennial of
Confederation in 1967, and be-
fore that a medal was lssued
at the time of the Queen's
Coronation in 1953,

In keeping with that tradi-
tion, a medal was created in
1877 to commemaorate the 25th
anniversary of Her Majesty’s
reign.

The medal, measuring one
and one-quarter inches in dia-
meter is made from sterling
silver (.925) and produced by
the Royal Canadian Mint,

The award of the Queen's
Jubilee Medal is an expres-
sion of appreciation of the
worthy and devoted service
rendered by the recipients in

Total

Thi
lowing

State of Corps «s at 31ist December, 1919,

e

from Governor-General Jules Leger, Rideau Hall,

Ottawa;

“On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the

accompanying medal is presented to ..." — and
here the recipient’s name is typed in.

The medal is silver with an engraving of Queen
Elizabeth wearing a large crown; on the obverse

side is a

maple leaf with the inscription

“CANADA 1952 ER 1977.” It's on a red white and
biue striped ribbon with a little metal bar-pin.

No reason is given as to why the person is being
so honored, and so it's puzzling, particularly to the
man who received twn of them.

-
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Canadian forces get
medal for rescue role

LAHR, West Germany
(CP) — Italian Interior
Minister Francesco Cossi-
ga yesterday presented the
Italian gold medal for civil
valor to Canadian Forces
Europe.

The award recogn.zes
the Canadian mllitary con-

tribution to relief opera- |
tions following the Mah |

1976 carthquake in the
Friuli region of Northeast
Italy.

A gold medal was also |
presented posthumously to

Captain Ronald McBride
of Toronto, a Canadian
Forces helicopter pilot

| killed during the opera-
tion.

There were 330 combat
engineers and medical
specialists engzged in the
operation named Dolo-
| mite. But because it in-

volved members from all
| units, the medal was
awarded to the enlire
force.

Two West German army
\ engineer units have also

received the medal for
 their assistance during the
operation,

The gold medal for civil
valor dates irom 1733
| when it was instituted by
| Vietor Amedeus 11 to re-

| ward acts of bravery by
junior officers and sol-
diers.
Major-General C harles
Belzile, commander of the
| force, recelved the medal
| and announced it would be
displayed in the foyer of
| the forces’ headquarters.




Ntatistical Abstract, showing Number of Muitary len-urs and Dicoration,
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NORTH IRISH HORSE 767

A white metal maple leaf, similiar to that worn on the C.V.S.M.
ribbon, is worn below the shoulder title of the North Irish Horse.
This decoration commemorates the units action with the Canadians
on the assault on the Hitler Line in Italy during 1944-45.

R.A.F. UNIFORM COLOUR

The R.A.F. received its peculiar shade of blue uniform from the old
Tsarist Russian uniform. A large guantity of cloth had been ordered
from England but the October revolution left it on hand. The cloth
was used for the new R.A.F. being organized at that time.

In October 1918 12 R.C.N.A.S. airship cadets died on the S.S.
"Northland" enroute to England from acute bronchopheumonia.
B.W.M.'s are very rare to this service, would these have been
awarded to next-of-kin?

PIRSTS TO THE AIR FORCES

The first World War I medal awards were gazetted October 22, 1914
but did not include any to the R.F.C. The French gazetted several
to the R.F.C. November 3, 1914, The first M.C. to the R.F.C. was
January 1, 1915 and the first D.S.0. to the R.F.C. was also on
January 1, 1915. The D.F.C. and A.F.C. first awards were June 3,
1918, The first Canadian gazetted with the D.F.C. was Hon. Capt.
Claver Victor Bessette in the King's Birthday List of June 3, 1918.

RELATIVE VALUE OF SELECTED MEDALS SELECTED FROM SALES

1963 1968 1973 1975

Royal Navy L.S.G.C. 1 25 7.5 16
1914 Star 1 1.2 16 16
Crimea - 1 bar 1 5.2 12 25
waterloo 1 1.9 4 14
Queens South Africa 1 4.0 10.7 20
Military Cross 1 2.3 4,2 5
Military Medal 1 2.7 5.7 12
MGS - Chateauguay 1 7.5 13.5 23

- Fort Detroit 1 9.6 14.8 25
Fenian Raid 1866 1 1.5 2.5 5
Fenian Raid 1870 1 1.5 2¢7 4
North West 1885 1 1.5 2.5 4
Red River 1870 1 10



768 Rewards

Conspicious merit and exceptional service earned the Order of Military
Merit for 109 officers and men during the year, who were invested at Government
House in Ottawa by Govermor Gemeral Jules Leger.

In addition, for performances of deeds and actions beyond the call
of normal duties, Chief of the Defence Staff Commendations were awarded
to 47 members of the Forces.

Italy's most prized civil decoration for valor was awarded posthum=
ously to Captain Ronald McBride, 42, of Toromto, the Canadian helicopter
pilot who lost ht..ltfc in a crash during earthquake-relief operations in
northern Italy May 16.

Two members of his crew injured in the mishap were swarded the
Italian Silver Medal of Valor.

The Cadet Award for Bravery was awarded posthumously to l3-year old
Leading Air Cadet Gordon Lapointe of Sudbury, Ont. While on duty as a
member of a school safety patrol, he saved the life of a four-year old

boy during a traffic accident, at the cost of his owm.

GARTZR PROBIEMS

The design of Canadian Militia badges was haphazard. Authority
to use devices was seldom obtained, heraldry was expremely pOOT.

In 1929 a complaint was lodged about the improper use of the
Sarter on Canadian militia badges. 4An order was issued that new
badges be designed to eliminate the problem. The regiments against
which a complaint was lodzed was:- Vancouver Regiment; Francs de
Sagueny; Rect de Maisonneuve; Regt de Juebec; Cape Breton Highlanders;
48th Highlanders; Sovernor General Body Guard; Princess Louise New
Brunswick Hussars; Srey Regiment; 3ault Ste Marie Regiment; Dufferin
Rifles of Canada.

The above guilty regiments were using the Garter and strap but
were not using the accompanying HOKI SOIT JUT MAL Y PENSE; most
were substituting the name of the regiment. This was a no no.

Many units solved the problem by eliminating the Garter strap
and just used a double circle, others developed an entirely new
badge.



769

NOMINAL ROLL

L[]

SUPP.
No.

2052
2101

2160

2231
2274

2314
2373
2429
2479
2534

2684

DATE

22/ 9/u44
29/ 9/44

6/10/44

13/10/44
20/10/44

27/10/44

3/11/44
10/11/44
17/11/44
24/11/44

15/12/44

AIR EFFICIENCY AWARD R. W.
R.C.A.F. MEDAL ROLL
SERVICE RANK NAME
NUMBER
ce86 AVM J.A. Sully, CB, AFC
C5774 SL A.H. Tinker
C450 AC G.N. Irwin
Co40 AC A.H.K. Russell
C373 GC R.H. Foss
ce4?7 GC G.H. Sellers, AFC
C631 SL J.E. Rogers
C4506 FL J.S.R. McArdle
38539 FO J.H.K. Ellison
2028A Wo 1 R.J. Bunstad
ca225 G A.D. Bell-Irving, MC
Cc564 GC ¥.J. McFarlane
Ccous GC W.A., Murray
ce21 AVM A. Raymond
Cc715 WdC G. Vadboncoeur
C35377 FO R. McDowell
4020A WO 1 John Kerr
c721 WC A. Walmsley
C13010 FL J.0., Griffith
33A WO 1 K.9¥. Hall
4067A WO 2 J.L. Giles
c585 AVM K.G. Nairn
J23998 FO J.J. Solski
C333 AC R.A. Delhaye, DFC
c616 GC W.R. Pollock
c725 WC E.A. Weaver
2019A Wo 2 C.D. Cunningham
23A Wwe 2 J.G. Harris
87A FS P.J.C. Smith
C3358 wC H.4. Padwick
C317 AVM W.A. Curtis
c452 WwC G.W. Jacobi
Cc876 WwC M.D. McFadyn
Jau870 PO P.J. Cooper
7A WO 1 H.J. Wiggins
c299 GC V.B. Corbett, DFC
€723 GC A. Watts, AFC
€5205 FO A.W. Hardman
C586 .SL E.A. Nanton
C5429 SL L.S. Scott

Irwin



770

2732 22/12/44 1013 wC G.A. Folkins, AFC
20464 WO 2 M. Wilson
132 26/ 1/45 C305 GC H.P. Crabd
€351 WC G.W. Dutemple
223 WeC R.F. Begg
337 23/ 2/45 72A W0 2 H.C. Ellis
471 16/ 3/45 C638 aC WeW.3. Ross
€387 3L Jede Gledhill
508 23/ 3/45 €820 We E.W. Beardmore, JAC
C515 we H.G. Malcolmson
C10937 FL G. Carpenter
2A WO 1 George Orange
721 27/ 4/45 105A s James Henderson
80414 WO 1 J«S. Tupping
918 1/ 6/45 73A WO 2 C.H. Holloway
765 4/ 5/45 C738 GC D.H. digle
6103A FS Y.A. Birnie
6109A Sgt J.M. Mathews
1127 6/ 7/45 J13630 FO E. Rozen
1183 20/ 7/45 €380 GC E.R. Gardner
C40315 FO J.5. Allen
1216 3/ 8/45 16881 FL T.E. Barraclough
1395 31/ 8/45 CS565 AVM F.S. MeGill, CB
C409 GC “.F. Hanna
1424 / /45 C15090 FL C.%W. Boughner
39A WO 1 W.H. Refausse
O4A WO 1 G.4. Leitech
1507 28/ 9/45 €811 We S.A. Sprange
1600 12/10/45 4013A WO 1 J.H. Pickering
1730 16/11/45 C786A GC JeMsvis St.Pierre, DFC,AFC
2245 SL B.J. Benchiép
c28447 *L A.C. Pennells
1822 7/12/45 20854 wo 1 D.T. Jardine
183 8/ 2/46 C10525 L W.5. Pearce
212 1/ 3/46 C37391 O R.N. Lyel
302 22/ 3/46 C50149 FO N.R. Fraser
388 12/ 4/46 C818 WwC G.G. Diamond
566 7/ 6/46 C826 GC G.H. Elms
660 5/ 7/46 4058A WO 2 A.W. Hives
845 30/ 8/46 CPu2 GC A.7. Wilson
1123  6/12/46 C2u4850 FL L.A. Yellowlees, BEM
122A FS J.L. Goldey
1 3/ 1/47 £10938 FL Jme. Cople{, 402 3dn
144 21/ 3/47 9SA WO 1 H.D. McCollum
40% 25/ 7/47 C©1018 W P.W. Hillock
19645 FL d.1M. Iverson
334 28/ 5/48 100014 WO 1 4.E. Carver
169 14/ 4/50 C20493 FL “eA. Doe
365 28/ 7/50 120691 FL, J.R. Fraser
649 19/10/51 28786 FL N. Wiseman
503 25/ 7/52 C535 GC E.H.G. Moncrieff, OBE,AFC
4s4 24/ 7/53 90131 FL H.A. Eornell
117 5/ 3/54 120371 FO G.W. Hill

114 17/10/58 120074 Sgt G.W.4, Bell



ST. JOHN AMBULANCE

| The Order was established
in England about 1145, but
during the reign of Elizabeth I
the dissolution begun by Hen-
ry VIII was made complete,
FROM 1881

The Order was’revived-in
1831, and in 1856, the Order of
St. John of Jerusalem in Eng-
land was established. During
the next 27 years, the familiar
first aid services and instruc-
tion now provided by St. John
Ambulance, - were developed
in response to military and
public needs for volunteer me-
dical assistance.

According to the informa-
tion supplied by the Heritage
Foundation, military conflicts
that were fought in Europe,
and which ranged from the
Crimean War to the Turkey—
Serbia War of 1876, stimulated
the formation in England of
various philanthropic orga-
nizations. _

In 1870, for example, the
British National Society for
Aid to the Sick and Wounded
in War was formed in re-
sponse to the Franco-Prussian
War, to provide voluntary me-
dical aid. Apparently the
Council of this Society consio-
ered itsef unable to establish
voluntary ‘aid training centres.
As a result, in 1877, the Order
of St, John inaugurated the St.
John Ambulance Association
“4o train men and women for
benefit of sick and wounded"
and to provide a “civilian re-
serve for the Army Medical
Department”.

The first instruction centre
for first aid was established
by the Association in 1877 and
soon other centres were es-
tablished throughout Britain
and abroad. The growth of

tem ol providing first aid ser-
vices to the public. In 1883 the
Invalid Transport Corps, com-
posed of trained volunteers,
was initiated for the move-
ment of the sick and injured
in London. This work expand-
ed to the establishment of am-
bulance stations at large pub-
lic gatherings and in 1887,
various local Ambulance or
Invalid Transport Corps were
united to form the St. John
Ambulance Brigade.

In 1888, Queen Vicloria
granted a Royal Charter 1o the
Order and assumed the title
of its Sovereign Head. Queen

Elizabeth II bears this title to-

day. The Grand Prior in 1972
was the Duke of Gloucester.

IN CANADA

In Canada the earliest re-
corded class in first aid was
held in Quebec City during the
winter of 1882-83, although, ac-
cording to the Heritage Foun-
dation information, there were
members of the Order active
in New France during the
seventeenth century. The first
St. John Ambulance Associa-
tion centre in Canada was es-
tablished in Halifax in 1892 but
became inactive within two
years.

The founding of the St. John
Ambulance Association in On-
tario was due largely to the
efforts of Dr. George Sterling
Ryerson, a Toronto physician
and surgeon, and a nephew of
the redoubtable Reverend Eg-

erton Ryerson. As assistant
| surgeon to the 10th Royal Gre-
nadiers, during the Saskatche-
wan Rebellion of 1835, Ryer-
son was strongly impressed
by the need for trained non-
professionals in the army’s
medical service. He was in-
strumental in the formation of
the Association of Medical Of-

ficers of the Canadian Militia.
When this association, formed
in 1892, was rebuffed by Mili-
tia Headquarters, Ryerson
turned to the head-office of the
St. John Ambulance Associa-
tion in London.

In 184 he requested and
was granted permission to es-
tablish a branch of the Asso-
iciation in Canada. With the
|support of the Lieutenant-
|Governor of Ontario, Sir
George Kirkpatrick, a provin.
cial committee was formed.
! At a meeting held on Novem-
ber 25, 1895, at the Canadian
Military Institute in Toronto,
a provincial centre or branch
was organized with Kirkpat-
«rick as President and Ryerson
as General Secretary and Me-
dical Director.

From 1895 various centres
were established ‘throughout
Ontario. In 1896 the Toronto
Centre was organized, with
centres being formed in Belle-
ville, Guelph, London and
Orillia a year later. In the
same year the Central Execu-
tive Committee in England
recommended the elevation of
the Ontariy Provincial Centre
to a Dominion Council with
Sir George Kirkpatrick as
President and Ryerson as
General Secretary. The initial
effort to expand and sustan
the Association met, national-|
ly, with limited success. Dur-
ing the late 1890's and early
1900's the Association remain-
ed in the shadow of the Red
Cross Society.

Between 1904 and 1912 var-
jous support organizations
were undertaken and signifi-
cant changes were effected in
the national organizations of
the Association — all of which
affected the various centres in
Ontario.
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in 1910 the now defunct Do-
minion Council was replaced
Canadian branch of the

quently organized in Toronto
in December of 1910. For sev-
eral years the work of the As-
sociation had been carried on
more actively in Ontario than
in any other part of Canada.
The Toronto Centre especially
had wot only promoted an ex-
program in that city, but by

1
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supply of ade-
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Nursing Divisions in Toronto
and Owen Sound and Ambu-
lance Divisions in Toronto,
London, Hamilon, Owen
Sound, Welland, Brampton,
Muskoka, Oshawa and North
Bay. In several Canadian
centres, such as Hamilton and
Montreal, first aid trajning
was provided within industrial
plants or railway shops, where
safety and first aid were parti-
cularly important.

The First World War
brought new vigour into the
efforts of St. John Ambulance
in Ontario. The St. John Am-
bulance were quite involved in
the First World War. Typi-
cal of the services performed
1by Voluntary Aid Detach-
’ments in Ontario were those
iof the Ottawa Detachment,
formed in 1915 top provide
voluntary trained medical as-
sistance primarily in hospitals.
Personnel for the detachments
were drawn from St. John
Ambulance as was the train-
ing and instruction by the de-
tachments. Equally as valu-
able to the war effort in On-
tario was the firgt aid instruc-
tion given by the Association

pationally to some 200,000

members of the Canadian Ex-
| peditionary Force.

| After 1918 St. John Ambu-
| lance in Ontario, and through-
out Canada, entered a period
of decline and significant re-
adjustment. By the mid-1920’s
both the Association and Bri-
gade, however, had regained
lost ground and had entered
{new flelds.

When the Second World
War broke out thousands of
persons flocked to first aid
,an home nursing courses to
qualify themselves for air
raid precautions duties and
' other war work.

According to the Royal
Bank information there was
agreenient between the Cana-
dian Red Cross and the St.

John Ambulance that the Red
Cross Society would be re-
sponsible for collecting and
distributing funds and ma-
terials while the Order of St.
John would train in first aid
all male personnel required,
dar war service, )
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conferred upon them.

Below the level of National
headquarters, the elements of
the Order are administered by

ing service through the Bri-
gade.
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General Routine Order 4663 of August 1, 1918 authorized badges for
wear in France. The Maple Leaf badge was to be worn by all units
for which a special badge was not authorized.

BADGES

The 13th and 42nd battalions wore a scarlet hackle in lieu of a
cap badge.

A grenade was authorized as a cap badge for the C.E.; Artillery and
the C.M.G.C.

worsted shoulder badges for the C.EZ. were the blue letters C.E. on
a red patch. PPCLI used white let ters on a red patch.

Collar badges authorized by this order were the initials:- C.L.H.;
Ce0eCej FuGoHe; RoeCeDe; R.CueRej; PoPu.C.L.I.31/C.M.R.; 2/C.M.R.;
4/CIM.R.; 5/C.:‘].R.

All Canadian infantry, except the R.C.R. And P.P.C.L.I. were to use
as a collar badge the letter "C" over the unit numeral.

The followjng bhistory of the 101st
Overseas Battallon was written by Col
H. B, vonte, V.D., of Olinton:

In October, 1915, I bad arranged
with Major T, Hays, senlor oficer of
the 320d Bruce Battalion, to organize
an overseas battalion from the 32nd
and 33rd Battalions. This was to be
endorsed by General Shasnon and foe-
warded (o the Department of Milicla
and Defence. In November, 1015, the
Goverument decided to form county
tattalions, and on December 3rd I re-
celved the following telegram: “You
will command and train an overseps
battalion to be known as the 161t
Battalion ©. B. F. Proceed to Lon-
don at once for lnstructions.” I re-
ported to General Shannon the fol-
lowing day, and his first question was,
“Where will your headquarters be?”
1 told hioe Clinton. His next guestion:
“Who will be your officers?™ I took
the militia list and read all the names

inten on Decem-
This meeting was held in
the rooms of the Olinton Club, and
we decided to recruit and enlist men
at the following places: Goderich,
Clinton, Seaforth, Exeter, Hensall,
Bayfield, Blyth, Wiogham and Wrox-
eter.  The Battalion was mobllised at
Clinton oo Aprll Sth, 1816, for the
first time, and was inspected by Gen-
eral Shannon and Col. Smith, G.6.0.
of military distriet No. 1. The batta-
Upn was jekes (o London at the eod
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The 161st Overseas Battalion

of May and traioed there until July
11th, when they were moved to Camp
Borden and trained there until the
end of October. We were lnspected
at Camp WBorden Dby MajorGeneral
Louis Francols Lessard, who gave us
this parting word, which we took as
kigh praise—“This Is a good, sound
battalion, well administered.”

The battalion then salled for Eng-
land and camped at Lower Dibgate
When we landed at this point, we were
asked to give the troops & week's holl-
day. At the end of this time we were
asked to send 200 men to France.
These proceeded to France and be-
came sbsorbed In the 68th Rattalion.
We then moved to West Sandilng, and
while there we seal tea pon-commission
officers to the 15th Battalion. While
at this station the 5th Division was or-
ganized, and we were moved to Whit-
ley Camp and became a line battallon
in the 5th Division onder 8r. General
Garnet Hughes. [ remained with the
battalion until July 12h, 1917, when
I was sent to France, belog attached
to the headquarters of the 3rd army
whose commander was ItGen, Sir
Julian Byng. The 5th Division was
demobllized (n March, 1918, apd the
;uoom st to France to reinforce the

4th Division in France. Most of the

| 1615t were seat to the 47th Battalion,
| some to the 52nd Battalion, and some
' tc the 42nd Battalion.

When we landed we had 775 all
ranks, ninety-one of these were killed
in action, 191 were wonaded. We won
one Vietoria cross, three distingulshed
conduct medals, twenty-eight military
medals, eight military crosses and
twelve VO
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MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES—Continued.
DIVISIONAL ARTILLERY, 1st CANADIAN DIVISION.

Rank. Name. Corps.

Majo mbarde, FMF .................... Reserve of Officers.

\Corporal. . s . l’ob‘:'y. .........................

Second Lieut. uemp Lieut.) lebord 17y RPN g e al Artillery.
quumt . Ramsdcn. A.G.F.......... hai ks & R%.A. chﬁkem_

lsr CANADIAN ARTILLERY BRIGADE.

C41445
C41314

Shlrlcy.

3sp CANADIAN ARTILLERY BRIGADE.

..‘ﬁwd'h B:smr.
t ttery.
... 10th -
3 "l.&zh Col
BANM%:MH ?veﬁd""JRH R ,...!I’vh&n.or\
ty ~Mpjors ST 1 A R et s o

FhgmEnt. . . .. i3 0 S DLW Ll s Fee b 'llth -
EpRant. .. ooy ¥, S HETWRIEA). i 0 e R .Amm. Celumn.
‘kmn( B R T L [neobil; Miov i, iiiiv. s o . . . Bngade Stad.

CANADIAN ARTILLERY.
Authority Londom Gazette, 29422, Date 1-1-18.

416155
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3 |
. Magee, F - f
g Morrmn l- W.R. NAEXLEN |
Puterson, \.T. o e ik

Dinglenrs B Ilatic oo S wsisrvrnss 1
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