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The insignia of membership in the Order of
Canada comprise:
(a) the badges of COMPANION. OFFICER
and MEMBER.
(b) three ponding mini. es. e,
small size replicas of the badges.

(c) three corresponding lape! buttons
{men) and brooches (women).

This brief guide to when and how the in-
signia are worn has been prepared for ease of
reference by persons appointed to the Order.

General

There is no hard and fast rule. but it is
customary to wear the badge of the Order —
and other decorations and medals as well —
on ceremonial occasions and at those events
when DECORATIONS are called for in the text
of the invitation or notice received from the
host or the sponsor,

Decorations are not worn at informal gather-

ings but it is appropriate to wear — indeed, all
members are urged to wear regularly — the
lapel button or brooch as & mark of their mem.
bership in the Order.

COMPANION and OFFICER (men)

The badges of COMPANION and OFFICER
when received st the Ir iture are sus-
pended from a wide ribbon of sufficient length
10 pass over the recipient’s head. Following
the | iture, it is ytor the
wide ribbon and substitute a short length of
narrow  (minlature width) ribbon which s
more easily and neatly fastened or tied at the
back of the neck.

When worn with formal clothes ie.. full
evening dress (white tie), dinmer jacket (black
tie), ing dress, wheth Ul or short
black (director's) jacket, the ribbon should be
passed under the turn-down shirt collar or
around the wing-collar under the tie. The
ribbon should be adjusted so that the badge
hangs about an inch below the knot of the tie
(see figures 1 and 2).

Members in these two categories, who have,
as well, the neck badge of any other order
should wesr only one with civilian clothing.
The i hould d which badge
is appropriate.

MEMBER (men)
The bedge of MEMBER is worn on the left
breast suspended from its proper ribbon.

%

Figure 3

Figure 4

Henours Secretariat
Governmant House
Ottawa. Ontario
K1A OA1

When worn with other decorations and medals,
all should be mounted on a medal bar in thelr
proper pracedence,

Miniatures (men)

With evening dress. decorations and medals
are worn in miniature size, fastened by a
brooch pin on the left breast, usually on the
lapel of the tailcoat or dinner jacket. A minia-
ture of the COMPANION or OFFICER badge
is womn in addition to the neck badge. by
those who possess one or more other decora-
tions and medals. (see figure 1),

COMPANION and OFFICER (women)

The badge is worn on the left side, sus-
pended from a length of ribbon fashioned into
a bow. Other decorations and medals are worn
above the badge of the Order (see figure 3).

MEMBER (women)

The badge of MEMBER when it is the only
d ion the ipient holds Is worn on the
left side suspended from a bow. When worn
along with other d i and dals, how-
ever, all should be arranged side by side (see
figure 4).

Full-size decorations and miniatures
(women)

With daytime or evening dress the badge of
COMPANION or OFFICER (full-size) is worn.
In addition, other d i and dal
{full-size) are worn with daytime dress but in
ministure size with evening dress. A ministure
of the COMPANION or OFFICER badge should
be included with other ministures and worn in
addition to the full-size badge. (see figure 3).

Note for members of the Order
wearing uniforms

The uniformed services regulate the manner
in which decorati and dals should be
worn. Military personnel are advised to con-
sult C.AF. Dress Regulations.

Women in uniforms of military pattern wear

the badges of the Order in the same manner
as men,
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New Order of Canada medals

The Order of Canada was founded by Lester
B. Pearson in Canada’s 100th year, 1967.

In October, 1977, to mark the first decade of
the order, souvenir medals were presented o
new members at the investiture at Government
House.

They were also given to four Companions of

been at the first ceremony ten

years before. They were Chalmers
Jack Mackenzie of Ottawa; John A. MacAulay,
lawyer and honorary president of the Art Gal-
lery of ; scientist Leo-Edmond Marion
- R. Scott, a former dean of

law at McGill, one of the founding members of
the New Democratic Party and author of six

poetry.
the medals are being sent to all compan-
and members of the Order of Cana-

i

20 who have won the honor 940 are

i
g
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They measure 1 7/16 inches. One side shows
the profiles of Governor-General Leger and Mrs.
Leger; on the other side is an owl with outspread
wings and a crown over a leaf. The de-
signer was artist Alex Colville of Wolfville, N.S.
Mr. Pearson wanted the honor granted to out-
standing Canadians, as Canada’s answer to the

a group of seven headed by the
Chief Justice of Canada. This council in turn is
by a 15member honors secretariat and
Roger Nantel, director of the secretariat, was
quoted recently as saying, “No one receives this
award unless I am personally satisfied that he
has earned it.”

The honors come in three levels: companion,
officer and member.

The number of companions can never exceed
150. Only 40 may be appointed each year to the
category of officer, and only 80 to member.

The souvenir medal is the same for everyone.

1 asked the cost of the medals. The answer
was, “The cost is not available as it is in the
over-all budget of Government House."

Of the 150 Companions of the Order of Canada
who can use the initials CC after their names the

Torontonians include Eric R. Arthur, Thomas J.
Bata, Dr. Charles Best, Claude Bissell, Vincent
Bladen, John R. Bradfield, Bishop Howard H.
Clark, Robertson Davies, Mrs. Egmont L. Fran-
kel, H. Northrop Frye, Walter Lockhart Gordon,
John M. Gray, George Ignatieff, Gordon Lig-
htfoot, Robert McClure, John C. Parkin, Louis
Quillico, John P. Robarts, John J. Robinette,
Joseph Sedgwick and J. Tuzo Wilson.

The Nerth Ty Nogoet, Monday. May 21, 1971

i1

Detect and Destroy. The motto of the Canadian
Forces Air Defence Command, celebrating 20 years of
service June 1. The bird on the badge, the jaeger, is
indicative of the defending aircraft and the rays of
lightning represent radar and other electronics of the
command.
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SHIPS' BADGES IN THE
ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY

The ship's badge symbolises the in-
dividwal Mentity of the ship or sstablish-
ment for which It was designed and is an
ohject of pride to the officers amd men
who serve therein,

The history of this colerful tnsignis
goes back more thasn 500 years, ' the
fighting ship of mediaaval times,

Is those days there was DO BAYY RS we
know it today, To wage war at ses, the King
hired merchast wvessels and comverted
them iste men'c war, The fighting wae
done at closs querters by armer.clad
seidiors wearing looss -fitting comts, bear-
ing the hearaMic badges of their noble
honaes, over the swits of armer, The
Samily trademarks™ ware also peisted on
thatr shields and on the standards they
carried iste battle, This was how the

sobdiers recoguised friend from fos,

Twe destical coples of each badge
dewign, in celor, are prepared for the
sigmatures of the approving awthorities,
Ome of these 1s lasuad to the ship com-
cormad, the othar is relained at Nawal
Headquariers for pe rd and
referemce.

The patterns and castings for the
badges are made [rom the approved de-
slgas and are them painmted in correct
heraldic colore, -

The official ehip's dadge ls 18 inches
wide and 24 inches high, It ls cast in
bromse. Special badges, about eight inches
across, also cast in bromse, are made for
shipa' Soats, The smaller badges have mo
maval crown or mame plate, bul are con-
tained within a rope frame with & cluster
of three maple leaves atthetop, Thessares
isswed for all shipe' boats over 14 faet in
Jength and are & necessity &l busy landing
places for purposes of Mentification.

Shipe'badges are now becoming hie-
torically significant and & practical and
importart element in the Heraldry of
Canada, as well as of the Royal Camadian
Navy,

Sallying out to sea, they took all this
colorful paraphernalia with them, trans.
forming the merchantman inte a gally
caparisomed fighting ship,

The modern ship's badge is a des-
cendant of the amciont household badge.
Dut today it is designed o imcorporate
features of the zame of the ship, or es-
ablishment, or the story behind the name,

The alrcraft carrier
Bosavesture, for im-
stance, has = badge
on which wavy bars
Fepressnt the ses, »
horseshoe stasds for
good luck,and a mythe
leal monster (the
wyvern) with fisk tail
and wings is s apt
symbol for analrcraft
carriar.

Officially, the wee of heraldic shipe'
badges 44 not come imto being in the
Reyal Camsdian Navy wntil 1946, Pre-
vicusly, the commanding officer of a ship
was permitied to devise axd pay for his
@wa ship's badge. This resulted in many
amusing and iateresting designs.

In the Roysl Navy, heraldic badges
were first lasced i 1519, They were
enclosed In four differently shaped frames
according 1o the type of ship, Battleshipe
had a circular frame; cruisers, a penta.
gom; destroyers and ssbmarices, s shisld;
alreraft car and miscellaneous ships,
& diamond -abaped frame,

This practice was discontinned when,
in the cowrse of thme, & name previously
borne by a ship of one type, a destroyer
perhape, was gives to, say, an aircrafl
carrier, The Admiralty Badge Committes
recommended the wuse of the circular
frame and in | 945 the Royal Navy decided
te adopt this form permanestly for all
badges,

A few months later t™his policy was
applied to the Camadian badge, with ome
difference -- al the bottom of the sur-
rounding rope pattern there was to be &
small cluster of three maple leaves,

RCN Sadge designs are approved, on
the recommendation of a Ships' Badges
Committes, by the Chisf of Naval Staffund

Most of the insignia of shipe com-
missioned during the Second Weorld War
consisted of cartoon paintinge om gun
shields or bridge superstructures with
reproductions of Popeye, Mickey Mouse,
Domald Duck, Daisy Mae, Mounties, In-
dians, cowboys, and even Sir Winston
Churchill, cigar and all,

the Mindstar of National Defemce, and are
thez signed by His Excellancy, the Gov.
ernor-General of Canada,

it
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By D. V. Warner.

OW that the war in South Africa
is over, and our men have
returned, Canada, as an integral por-
tion of the Empire, has a just right
to be proud of the noble manner in
which her sons have borne their part
in the conflict. They have not only
done their duty on all occasions so as
to win the admiration of prominent
British generals, but four of their
comparatively small number have so
distinguished themselves as to be
awarded for ‘' conspicuous bravery”
that most coveted of all decorations
open to all classes of Britain's defend-
ets, without regard to rank.

It will, no doubt, be interesting to
many Canadians at this time, to those
of .us, espacially, who have a more or
less pronounced ‘‘race prejudice,” to
know that a negro native of this
Dominion won the Victoria Cross
during the Indian Mutiny, within a
few years aflter the institution of the
order; and for an act of bravery
which was remarkable both for the
number of lives which depended upon
it, and for the coolness which charac-
terized it throughout.

William Hall, the subject of this
sketch, was “born in Summerville,
Hants Co., N.S., in 1832. His
parents were extremely poor ; and the
boy, showing more independence than
is usually found among young coloured
men in this country, shipped before
the mast in 1844, sailing in a small
vessel from Hantsport, the nearest
shipping port to his native village.
The following six years were spent in
the merchant marine of Nova Scotia.
During this time Hall served in vessels
of various rigs, and visited most of
the well.-known ports of the world,
developing finally into a strong, active
Young man, and, for his' years, a
seaman of experience. For about
¢ighteen months he served in the

American Navy, then, once more, for
a few months only, in a trading vessel.

The winter of 1852 found him in
Liverpool, England, where on Febru-
ary 2nd, at the Recruiting Office in
Red Cross Street, he enlisted in the
British Navy as a scaman, and was
appointed to the Rodney, Captain
Graham, a vessel of go guns then
lying in Portsmouth Harbour. With
a number of other young naval
recruits he proceeded to London, and
thence to Portsmouth, where he and
his fellow volunteers were under
orders to report on board the receiving
ship Victory. Nelson’s famous flag-
ship, after so many years of service in
the front rank of Great Britain's
““wooden walls,” was still in use at
that time, although in a somewhat
humbler capacity.

For two years the Rodney was
attached to the Channel Fleet ; when,
at the beginning of the trouble in the
Bosphorus, which resulted in the
disastrous Crimean war, she was
ordered to the Mediterranean, and
joined the fleet at Malta. During the
long naval campaign which followed,
Rall was present at the bombardment
of Odessa, where, as he himself ex-
presses it, ‘* we chastised the Russians
tor not recognizing the flag of truce,”
and later on at the siege and fall of
Sebastopol.

At the conclusion of the Crimean
war there were many changes made
in the crews of the vessels forming
the war fleet. New men were drafted
to fill the numerous vacancies, and the
survivors were, in many cases, trans-
ferred to other vessels. Seaman Hall,
who had gone through the whole cam-
paign without a serious wound, was
transferred to the frigate Shannon,
which was then under orders to sail
for Singapore, from which port she
was to have the honour of conveying



814 to Hong-Kong, Lord Elgin, ex-Gover-

nor-General of Canada, who had, on
account of serious complications in
China, been -then recently appointed
Plenipotentiary Extraordinary to that
country. At Singapore the Shannon
was gaily decorated with flags, and
when the distinguished Minister was
brought on board a salute of twenty-
one guns was fired ; and, as a special
mark of honour to the representative
of Her Majesty, all the yards were
manned.

From Hong-Kong the Shannon pro-
ceeded to Calcutta. The terrible
Indian Mutiny had then broken out,
and several British warships then
cruising in [Eastern waters were
ordered to various ports in India.
After lying for a short time at Calcutta,
hurried orders were received by the
captain of the Shannon to send as
many men as could be spared overland
to Lucknow. Accordingly two hundred
and fifty seamen and marines, including
Hall, were selected from the ship's
company, and ordered to co-operate
with the relieving forces under Colonel,
afterwards Sir Henry, Havelock. Be-
sides being well supplied with small
arms, the men took eight of the ship’s

ns. The use of naval guns on
land, which has been such an impor-
tant feature of the war now happily
over, was recognized at that time,
although the effectiveness of the can-
non was slight when compared to the
frightful execution wrought by their
successors of to-day.

The march to the besieged city was,
as we all know, long and accompanied
with great loss of life. The naval
guns were frequently found to be of
great service. Each of them was
operated by six men, numbered from
one to six, beginning with the captain.
If the officer in charge of a gun hap-
pened to be killed or wounded, man
No. 2 took charge of the weapon, and
so on. This arrangement prevented
any confusion when a man was dis-
abled, each man having a number and
knowing what to do if his comrade
holding the next lowest number was
put out of action.

-~

The Sepoys were continually hover-
ing on the flanks of Colonel Havelock's
men, and the Skannon’s contingent
suffered much from their annoyinf; at-
tacks. Each time, however, they suc-
ceeded in repelling the enemy with but
slight loss, until one day, long to be
remembered by the survivors.

As the British forces approached
nearer and nearer to Lucknow the at-
tacks of the Sepoys became more and
more determined. On the day men-
tioned above the enemy fought desper-
ately, and nearly succeeded in sur-
rounding the British. The men of the
Shannon, finding themselves hard pres-
sed, endeavoured to gain a position
nearby, where there was a ruined
building surrounded by a high stone
wall, their object being to use the
building as a temporary fort and re-
fuge for the exhausted men. In order
to effect this they directed the fire of
some of the guns against the walls,
Breaches were finally made in the
thick walls, through one of which the
men, after heavy loss, dragged a gun,
and from that point of vantage began
to use it with effect to cover the re-
treat of their comrades.

This gun now occupied such a com-
manding position that the Sepoys, see-
ing the havoc it caused in their ranks,
directed their fire to the spot so as to
make it in a few minutes a very peril-
ous situation. The men operating the
weapon fell rapidly, and the officer in
charge of the corps finally gaveorders
to abandon the piece.

Seaman Hall was then acting as
““No. 2” at one of the other seven
guns, but secing the importance of the
piece in the breach, he left his position
and hurried across the intervening
space to assist in working it. The
two survivors of the original crew took
courage when they saw help coming,
and the officer in charge of the gun,
Lieut. Salmon, shouted, ‘* Ah, Hall !
you're a man.” Three more deserted
their original positions, and the
gun’s crew was once more com-
plete. Against the express orders of
the commanding lieutenant, the gun
continued its work of destruction for



several minutes longer, until the Se-
poys drew off with heavy loss. Of the
six heroes who saved the corps from
annihilation but three were left alive.
They were Lieut. Salmon, now promi-
nent in our navy as Rear-Admiral Sir
Nowell Salmon, K.C.B., and Scamen
Robinson and Hall. Each man was
recommended for and subsequently re-
ceived the Victoria Cross.

After many years of faithful service
in Her Majesty’s navy, Hall was hon-
ourably discharged with a good pen-
sion, and after knocking about the
world for a short time longer, finally
settled on a small farm about four
miles from the village of Hantsport,
N.S., where he has lived quietly for
the past twenty-four years.

Among the few herces who have
won this highest distinction which our
sovereign bestows *‘ for intrepid brav-
ery in the face of the enemy ™ there
are none who have merited the decora-
tion better than our Canadian hero,
none upon whose particular act of dar-
ing greater issues hung; and, as I will
proceed to illustrate, none who are
more modest in speaking of the occa-
sion when they won the honour,

The old veteran lives in a little farm-
house overlooking Minas Basin. The
property is protected from heavy winds
by a row of spruce trees bordering
the road, so that only the upper win-
dows can be seen when driving past.
For a small farm it is well stocked with
cattle and poultry, and there is a two-
acre orchard of thrifty young trees ad-
joining the house. The proprietor of
the place was busy sharpening a scythe
when I called to see him one afternoon
early in September last.

‘“It's rather late for haying, isnt
it? " he observed, when I had taken the
place of the small boy who was turning
the stone, ““ but I just want to get a
little salt hay off the marsh.”

““By the way,” I said, alter a few
turns of the stone, ‘‘ haven’t you been
in the British navy ?”

““ Yes; I served a good many years
in the navy,” he replied; then, lifting
the scythe from the stone, and carefully
feeling the cdge, ““1 think she'll cut

that grass all right now, thank you; it 815

doesn’t require a very sharp scythe.”

‘“ Better sharpen the point a little
more,” I suggested; then, when the
scythe had again been applied to the
stone, ‘‘ | hear you have the Victoria
Cross,” T said.

‘““Yes; I won the ‘Cross’in India
in 57, time of the Mutiny, you know.”

In the course of the afternocon I ob-
tained the account of the old sailor’s
life, which [ have already given. He
described minutely incidents which
seemed to me to be of no particular
importance, such as the reception in
honour of Lord Elgin at Singapore.
He had said very little about the march
to Lucknow, not mentioning himself
except as belonging to the Shannon’s
contingent, and was describing the
character of the Sepoys, and the dis-
tressing scenes in the Residency dur-
ing the relief, when I interrupted him
with—*“ but I want to hear about the
way you won the Cross; I've heard
about the Relief of Lucknow.”

“Oh!” he answered, with evident
impatience, ‘ that was way back on
the march; I almost forgot about
that.”

After talking with him all the after-
noon I obtained from him the account
which I have given. When he had
brought his story down to the time
when he was pensioned off, and settled
down to a more peaceful occupation,
near his old home, he surprised me by
saying, ‘‘Thank you very much for
taking note of me.”

Of course I hastened to point out
that the gratitude was all on my part,
and then asked if I might see the
Cross. :

‘“ See it, yes; come right in;” and
we walked through the hall into a
neatly furnished sitting-room, on the
walls of which hung pictures of British
war-vessels of fifty years ago. The
old sailor stepped to the mantel, and
taking down a small cardboard spool
box, emptied the contents on the table.
The blue ribbon from which the Cross
was originally suspended is missing,
having been *‘ borrowed ” by a relic-
hunter several years ago; and itis now
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attached by wire to a heavy watch
chain, and bears the date **16 Nov.,
1857.” There were three other com-
memorative medals in the collection,
two of the Crimean war and one of the
Indian Mutiny.

*“ It’s nothing to have a Cross now;
they're as thick as peas,” the old man
said,

““Do you know,” 1 said, ** that there
are thousands of officers in the British

possess the medal that you have won;
many of them, too, holding very high
rank."”

““ Well,” he answered slowly, ‘it
isn’t worth very much to a man after
all, only ten pounds a year. If it
wasn’t for my regular navy pension of
forty pounds a year besides I don’t
know how we'd get along here. The

‘farm is small, and my two sisters live

with me, you know.”
army and navy who are longing to

THE CANADIAN MAGAZINE

COMMONS DEBATES
October 30, 1978

; NATIONAL DEFENCE )
SERVICE

Mr. Bob Kaplan (York Centre): Mr. Speaker, my question
is directed to the Minister of National Defence. It is now three
years since the government agreed with a motion I introduced
in the House to establish a medal in recognition of NATO
service. In the last three years there have been a number of
undertakings by the minister's predecessor and himself to
bring forward this medal. I should like to ask, once again,
when some progress will be reached in the production of this
medal in recognition of service in NATO.

Hon. Barney Danson (Minister of National Defence): Mr.
Speaker, T have only been the minister for two of those three
years. The issuance of new medals is not treated lightly, and a
number of steps would have to be taken. I expect to announce
in the very near future the issuance of a general service medal,
rather than a specific NATO medal. A NATO medal pro-
duced by Canada would not be appropriate if it was not
general throughout NATO. This general service medal will
apply to the regulars and the reserves after a minimum lenght
of service in Canada and/or abroad, with special recognition in
the form of a clasp for NATO service and other types of
distinguished service.
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I\ A TURNING off Regent Street. not o hundred

vards from Piccadilly Circus. is a fashionable jewel

ler's ~|m|-. Is \\in"u\\s dhp]an beautiful |_Il)jl_‘\f‘ n
gold and silver which onlyv the rich could buy. Bul
there is one thm._' |7l-)l,llll!‘i| in this \||-|;v which all the
monev in the world could not purchase: & Maltese
Cross measuring one and I\\u_--‘ fth Square  ing hes
weight an ou

trov, cast in gun metal and worth

in'rmin.\’!\ a lew pence the rarest and most coveted

ictoria Cross

\When Queen Victoria instituted the V.C. in 1
~|.r gave a warrant [m s mant fu:u:v lo il’lr L‘.’:\nr‘l-
lather of the present director of the firm. who is himself
in the RAF. The warrant was translerred 1o him on
the death of his father, and from this sh
all of the V.C.'s so far awarded. Over

awarded in the present war

decoration in existence—the \

have «

have been

After it has been decided 1o award a V.C. the
director of the firm receives a letter from the War
Office, Admiralty or Air Ministry asking him to have a
cross inscribed with the name and unit of the rec ipient
together with the date of the action This is done by
{ on one 0‘ about a Juu‘r: Crosses \\Il ‘ || are L(‘|'|
erve to meel current demands

Originally the crosses were lashioned from metal
||--ung:ng o guns l,AUYUH‘(l at ,\r}'-.'nrupu’ dur ng the
Crimean War Recently this ran out. and they are
now lrl:i‘]? ’r()m a t|,||x of gun l’Il".!‘ \ll[)[)li(‘ll h\' Y||.
\\AUF (.)Kil'f \S'Ii\ Il \\Ill ’d\l !l'! many vears lll',' UlJ
verse, on which the date is inscribed. consists of a
Rn\ l' ('r(.\\\n illfn)lll“'l'[‘d ‘I\ a éxl)l'. \\]lll ||Il‘ \Il!lp|a
words “For Valour” and the cross hangs by a V 1o a

THE TRADER AND CANADIAN JEWELLER

In Londen, Eng., ihere
Is a quiet Litle Mayinic
shop where all the
V.C's aze made. They
are made from bronze
taken from captured
guns. M:. W. Wixley
is the V.C. maker.

BY R. F. LAMBERT

bar on which the name and unit of the owner are
written, The whole is uuprn-.!ml from a ribbon, which
ginally red for the Army and blue for the Navy
but which is now red for all services It is \'.z;.-ll]ll‘ll
in a leather case which is worth more th
itsell
\\'llf‘l. ?lu AV & L.n 'n cn tlr'l‘.rtr(l \\.‘I:.;I s a
few days before the investiture, the name of the re
pient is inscribed in a ]r-.}grr which is locked eacl
night the firm’s vaults, It sometimes }lupprn* that
aV.C pul up for auction and the lirm is often asked
lo say w hether it is genuine. which they can easily do

WwWas

the cross

by relerring to their books Sometimes this little piece
ol gun metal. the least imposing of British decoralions,
es as much as €100

Originally a man convicted of treason, cowardice
or felony was deprived of his V.C automatically, but in
1931 a decree was made whic h left this to the discretion
ol the King, acting on the advice ol his Ministers
I'he sovereign can also restore the V.C. at will So
lar very few recipients have lost ”‘lll award.

The V.C. is the only British medal which can be
won |)\ .1“ rdnk\, 'v\ women as \\’r” as men, nntl };\
the Indian .\nny as well as the British. Tt is the onlv
i \rl!lnm

rank \\'r»:m({- nor 'rnulh ol scrvice are '.’an inlo ac

medal which can be awarded posthumously
count. The sole qualification is an act of "¢ onspicuous

gallantry or devetion to dur) n the presence of the
enemy '

JUITE, 13
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Victoria County’s lone V. C winner

There’s a very elile apd, 4t
the present time dwindling,
number of men and women
to the world who have re-
ceived the highest military
honor in the Commonwealth
— the Victoria Cross. Follow-
ing the second world war and
the Korean conflict this se-
lect group of people number-
ed only 1351. A very rare
honor,

Among those 1,351 people
is Private Harry Brown, a
member of the 10th Infantry
Battalion (Alberta Regiment)|
of the Canadian Expeditionary |
Force that saw duty during
World War | in France. Pri-
vate Brown died from his
wounds after a courageous in-|
cident on Hill 70 (an ignomi-|
nious location for one's death)|
on August 17, 1917. He is the|
only Victoria County area|
person to have been awarded|
the coveted Vietoria Cross, ai-
though, unfortunately for
him, it was presented posthu-
mously.

Oddly enough there has
never been much recognitivn
of Private Harry Brown and
very few people are familiar
with the name. It may be be-
cause he only lived in East
Emily for a short while or
because he was born in Gano-
noque, Whatever the reason,
back on Aug. 16, 1917 he was
the most courageous and out-
standing soldier in the field.

Though he was bormn in
Ganonoque, Harry Brown liv-
ed there for only a short
while, moving to the east sec-
tion of Emily in 1911 to live
with his mother and step-
father, Patrick McAuliffe, on
a-farm just four miles from
Fowler’s Corners. For a short
while he attended No. 7

Emily public school and a
former schoolmate of his, Al-
vin Franks of Dominion Cres.
remembers him from those
days.

“He was a few years older
than me at the time but I re-,
member Harry as a big boy,
broad shouldered who never
backed down from anybody.
Though he didn't stay too
long he made quite an im-
pression on us younger kids.”

After working on his mo-
ther's farm for about five
years Harry left home at Eas-
ter in 1916 to work in a muni-
tions plant in London, On-
tario, living with a married
sister. Six months later he
was back in Peterborough to
join the army at the recruit-
ing station at the Peterbor-
ough Armouries. He was not
yet 18 years of age but he
cause of his size and a slight|
fib, he was accepted and post-
ed to the 10th Battalion. He
was sent up to the front line
trenches only the day before
the battle for Hill 70 (near!
Lens, France). It was also the
day before he was to die.

In official records the ex-!
ploits that won Harry Brown
the Vietoria Cross are known
as ‘The Runner's Last Stride".
The story of his action on Hill
70 is contained in the official
records of the battalion, and
although not detailed. they
are the only records about
Harry Brown 1t reads as
follows:

“For most conspicuous
bravery, courage and devo-
tion to duty. After the cap-
ture of a position, the enemy
massed in force and counter-
attacked. The situation be-
came very critical, all wires
being cut. It was of the ui-

most importance 10 get wo o
back to headquarters. This
soldier (Brown) and one other
were given the message with
orders to deliver the same at
all costs. The other messenger
was killed. Pte. Brown had
his arm shattered, but con-
tinwed on through an intense
barrage until he arrived at the
close support lines and found
an officer.

“He was so spent that he
fell down the dug-out steps,
but retained consclousness
long enough to hand over his
message, saying ‘“‘Important
message”. He then became
unconsclous and died in the
dressing station a few hours
later,

“His duty devotion to duly
was of the highest possible
degree imaginable and his
successful delivery of the
message undoubtedly saved
the loss of the position for
the time and prevented many
casualties.”

He is buried in Noexles-
Mines communal cemetery,
| four miles south east of Be-

| thune, France.

Harry Brown's Victoria
Cross medal was awarded
' posthumously, of course. For
many years it was in the pos-
session of Rev. Larry Mc-
Auliffe, Harry’s half brother,
and himself a medal winner
for his service with the Ameri-
can army in World War II
Following Rev. McAuliffe’'s
death in 1962 the medal went
into the possession of the
possession of the Canadian
War Museum 1n Ottawa where
it remains today.

In the records of the war
museum, Harry Brown is de-
scribed as one of the young-
est and most valiant of the
VC’s. — Peterborough Re-
view.



Another Victoria V. C. winner
recalled by “Post” reader;

he was Sgt. George Richardson

A.B. Tolmie of Pelerbor- Crimean Veierans, Cojoined
ough has written “The Post” with the honour and decora-
&ulf:vm;aso‘:adu:t le:;"m:::':;iion was a pension for nom-
Victo ria Crois- winhers.” “The commissioned otficers and
paper is indebted to the writeri"’e" of L10 «pounds sterling)
ifor setting the record stralghtipﬂ' year with an additional
(in the following tetter: €5 fur cach bar

“In your November 1st issue. “Georse  Richardson, of
“Victoria County's Lone V.C.'Lindsav. wun the decoration
Winner"”, you seemer 1o have for deeds of valur on the bat-
overlooked Pte. George Rich- tefield oi India a1 Campore in

ardson, a native of County e
aly. 9. -
Cavan, Ireland, and who, after| April _18" F" law‘mf’ cov
eled Victoria Cross was pinned

discharge from the army. }
came to Canada. on his breast by Queen Vie-
pe toria, He was 28 at the time.
“The Order of the Victoria ;
Cross was instituted on Janu-, N August 1920. Pet.
ary 20th, 1836, at the close of George Richardson, then a
the Crimean War and the first resident of the County of Vie-

recipients of the honour were .4 House of Refuge, 88

vears old. and nearly blind as
o result of lus elfforts Lo save
s wile when their home was
bhired & couple ol years ear-

her oMrs. Richardson died of
shock and be went to the
County Homer. was invited to

be giuest at the opening of the
Cuanadian National Exhibition,
Foronto on Saturday. which
wus  designated  “Victoria
Cross and Veteran's Dav.”

At that time there was said
io be 340 men living who were
proud possessors of the Order.

“He was promoted fo Sgt.
G. Richardson, V.C., transfer-
red to Euclid Hall and last
record to hand in that he cele-
brated his 90th birthday
there.”

Postcard - Courtesy of Harvey Mitchell

At Duty's Call

127th Canadian Battalion

BORDEN CAMP
ONTARIO, CANAD

e — =

M. Reg. No. 57.231 “

From One of The Bunch

| I am sending you our Battalion Card
For "a letter this time instead.
We are drilling all day good and hard
! And at night we are ready for bed.
i Our Bantalion is a good bunch of boys,
1 Always ready for a lark or a joke;
! You hear funny sayings of things they do
i With their pay, and how some go broke.
|| T am feeling alright and ready to go,
il And our boys all feel the same;
" We will get those Huns upon the run
’ And spoil their nice old game.
So I hope that you and all of yours
If Are in the best of health.
i The other things I wish to you
Are Happiness and Wealth.
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made:

ONTARIO MEDAL FOR POLICE BRAVERY

Premier William Davis recently announced
that nominations for possible candidates
for the newly created Ontario Medal for
Police Bravery could be submitted on forms
now circulated to Ontario police chiefs.

The medal was originally revealed in
June 1975 at the annual meeting of the

Ontario Association of Police Chiefs.

It

is anticipated that the first medal will
be presented this fall,

The constitution of the medal states that the award shall be

(a) to recognize acts of superlative bravery and courage performed
by members of Ontario's Police Forces.

(b) the award of the Medal may be made posthumously.

(c) any person or organization may submit to the Secretary for
consideration by the Advisory Council a nomination for award
of the Medal.

The medal has not yet been struck however the description is

as follows:

Obv: A gold cross with rounded ends superimposed upon a blue enam-

eled cross edged in gold.
maple leaves in gold.
enamel rectangle is at the centre of the cross.

ards Crown is supmounted the upper arm.
Rev: Plain for engraving the recipients name.

Desc:

Size not available.

and white enamel.

Designer: Mrs Dora de Pedery-Hunt, Toronto.

Ribbon: Blue with two narrow gold stripes.

. THE TORONTO STAR. Tues., Dec. 13, 1877

Ontario's new medal for
police bravery was
presented forthe first time
last night by Lieutenant-
Governor Pauline McGib-
bon.

The reciplents were
Ontario Provincial Police
Constable William Blahey
of the Blind River detach-
ment, Chatham police Ser-
geant Charles Denike, and
Metro police Staff Ser-
geant Bill Donaldson,

“When the government
first conceived the medal,
it was our thought that
this would be an excellent
way of drawing to the pub-
lic's attention the great
contribution made by
peace officers to the
stebility and security of
our soclety,” Premier Wil-
liam Davis told the small
gathering at the investi-
ture held at Queen's Park,

“Danger, courage, pa-
tience and often diplomacy
are the commonplace in-
gredients of every peace
officer's day,” Davis said.

The awards were being
made: at a time “when
events find the police fac-
ing intense scrutiny and

eriticism from many quar-
ters,” Davis said.

Blahey, 36, was credited
with saving the lives of
several people in a Blind
River courtroom Nov. 24,

1975 when he grabbed the
barrel of a shotgun as a
man tried to force his way
in.

In the angles, single stylized
A stylized trilium in a rounded white

Gold plated sterling silver with blue

Manufactured by Birks.

“I couldn't believe it
when I saw that shotgun .
. . but'T guess it was just a
natural reaction to grab
it,” he told The Star after
the presentation.

Denike, 38, braved
smoke and flames July 10,
1976 to rescue a 21-year-old
man from a burning house,

Donaldson, 52, last
spring  walked wunarmed
into the branch of Banque
Camadienne Nationale at
King and Yonge Sts. to ne-
gotiate with a gunman
holding 14 hostages with a
sawed-off shotgun. The
gunman was eventually
persuaded to release all
hostages.



MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES—Concluded. 821
CANADIAN NURSES. 3

Authority London Gazette, 29200, Dale 23-6-15.
Authonity London Gazette, 20422, Date 1-1-18.

|
Regt'l. No. Rank. Name. Corpe.
Nursing Sister.............. l)(rhtrhry. MimdM. 0. .........
Nursing Sister.............. {Charleson, Miss E. M. ... ..
Nursing Sister. ) .'erhnrdson Miss M. P
Nursing Sister., ..., ... .. e Miss E. ( ........
Nursing Sister.. . GME B i
Nursing Sister ., ; ;\esbm Mies V.C....oooonis
Nursing Sister,............. . Strong, Miss A. C.........
Nursing Sister,, . ... .. .JT“M.!M Miss V. A oo & e e o A
SERVICE. -

]

b O B o et e p i Campbell, Miss .. .. ........ e Nursing Service.

FOREIGN DECORATIONS (RUSSIAN).
ORDER OF STE. ANNE.

3rp (CLass wrre Sworps, .
Rank. Name. Corps. Date Gazetted.
\/ R S Gault, A. H. (D.S.0.). ... .. ..!P.p.c.x..t...., ............. Aug. 8, 1915.
4ri Crass, INsCRIBED “‘For VALOUR 1x Wan'.
/ Lieutenant. .., . ... McLean, V.A.........._.... . .A.!mh Battalion ... . .. .. “|Aug. 8, 1015,
ORDER OF ST. STANISLAS.
3xp Crass WITH Sworps,
/ Major................[Ormond, D.M..... .. .. .. ... ... .. :lmh Battalion. .. . ... ...!Aug. 24, 1915.

FOREIGN DECORATIONS (FRENCH).
LEGION OF HONOUR.

ComuaNper (France).

4 (.olonel(mnp Bng | I I3
Gen.)..... |Curru~, A WACB.) . ive. re e dth o2 lCamdnn Foﬂ'ca.‘ Yoo Ainatndl t. 10, 1915,

)

Orricer (Fu'h). .
Mitchell. J. H............._.........|Canadian Foroes.... ....... t. 10, 1915,
Brookel'l‘helprd) .............. . e B ¥ S
. Wodihoooo i, W caamnamaniws Feb. 24, 1916,
: thher,‘i D, .. B emdedniinas Nov. 3, 1915,

|Alderson, E. A. H. (K.C.B. ) '|0.€. Cunndian 15t Division.



FOREIGN DECORATIONS (FRENCH)—Continued.
CROIX DE GUERRE.

Rﬁ‘ﬂl'l. Rank. I Name Corps. Date Guzetted.
o.
70Y43 |Corporal............|Baker, W, H... ..{10th Battalion.......... Nov. 3, 1915.
/A 5310 [Sergeant............ Parrle, £ B, . oot s < Can. Engincers... ... ...|Feb, 24,1916,
—~, 4@17 Saergeant. ... ..|MecInnes, W... Alet Bnnde. C.F.A......|Nov. 3, 1915.
/7 1138 |Sergeant. .. McKenzie, H................. PP.CLI s |Feb.” 24, 1916,
THE MILITARY MEDAL.
//lm Staff-Sorgeant.. .. Smith, 8.0..................|c.o.cC. ..|Feb. 2, 1916.
25640 |Sgt.-Major.......... R e e e s 14th Battalion. .. .|Nov. 3, 1915.
- FOREIGN DECORATIONS (RUSSIAN).
MEDAL OF THE ORDER OF ST. GEORGE.
s - 1ot Crass.
F o Licutenant JGood, R.G...... .:.. |10uh Battalion. ... Aug. 24, 1915,
- U583 |Corporal............ unpbellJ.l ............ ... |13th ditesavn s I
11th Bty., C.F.A. ) . 24, 1915,
e Can. DI’" Sig: Co......: A‘,‘ 24, 1915,
....|5th Battalion...........| “ 24, 19135,
" Jath Bey, C.F.A 1= 24101,
13th Battalion. . S 24,1915
..{14th B.ttsllon Aug. 24, 1915,
45049 rrie, 3rd Fd. Co., C.E “ 24, 1915,
9103 |Private &y Broomﬁek.. D, J.. .. 4th Bntulwn “ o 24, 1915,
21584 |C ..|Crawford, W. )l ............ Sth “.-<25:-19%8.
22046 |Private............ Dunham, A. ._|Div. Cyelist Co.. “ 24, 1915
9101 |Private............. Perey, A. ...[3rd Battalion. . “ 24,1918
33191 |Private . . i2nd Fd. Am., C. A N ( I N L) B
4t Crass.
1044 Private. ... ... Altken, G.T:.....0. 5. .. .| Div. Cav. 8qda. ... ,.é.\..;. 24, 1915,
30183 |Driver.. ..|Barton, G.................... No. 2 Co. Div. Train. + = 24, 1915,
16425 |Private............. Farmer, J.. cieeee.-.| Tth Battalion., .......; * 24,7190,
6245 |Private............. lleCrimmon. 5 . oo 1at g BB, %
2°291 [Corporal............ Reid, F.J... veiiina...|13th - R RN e N R
6264 |Lanco-Corporal . ... Rouse, C R T lat » e 41015,
- Private. . oo fSheppard, A.. ... ........ .. | 4th > e 24,1015,
5753 |Private. |Stewurt, H. R.. . 15t Div. Sig. Co | “ 23,1918
1616 |Lance-C .. .{Thornton, J... Sth Battalion. . . “ A, 1918
3470 |Private : Tmnpkms. C.B..... No. 3 F. Am . C.AMCH = 29,1015,




