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This is at once a sad and happy
occasion Your Honour. A happy one
because we are gathered here to hon-
our the courage and dedication of
firefighters across this province who
daily risk their lives for the safety of
their fellow citizens.

A sad occasion because we have the
unhappy duty of presenting the first

umous award of the Ontario
Medal for Firefighters Bravery wo the
late Firefighter Michael Charles Fikis
of Thunder Bay.

1 know Your Honour, and indeed all
the people of Ontario, want this inves-
titure and this medal to reflect our
grateful thanks and our Righest es-
teem, although we are aware that no-
thing can truly compensate for the loss
of this fine and brave man and for the
life he had with his young family.

His own nobleness of spirit, his sing-
ular courage, his life as a husband and
father and as a atizen are the true and
lasting monuments of Firefighter Fikis;
the well-forged inheritance he leaves
those closest to him and the community
at large.

That acknowledged, however, it is
fitting and proper that we have estab-
lished in this province since 1976 an
awards structure whereby it is possible
for the people of Ontario to express
their appreaation and esteem for those
engaged in the demanding and often
dangerous occupation of firefighting.

The medals serve as a way o focus
public attention on the impoﬂam roke
the firefighter plays in our socety
through rewarding individual acts of
courage by these men in the course of
their daily duties. The men so hon-
oured here today are not the only ones
w0 have dared much for their fellow
atizens. The rosters of the fire de-
partments across this province are fil-
led with similar valerous men. These
firefighters, then. are the bravest of the

brave, men who by attitude and exam-
ple set the standard for all 1w follow.

The task of selecing and recom-
mending today’s candidates was that of
an Adwvisory Committee composed of
members who are familiar with the
great responsibility and high skills the
public expects from the more than
22,000 professional and volunteer
firefighters in Ontario.

I want to thank the members of the
Advisory Coundil for their assistance
and congratulate them on the quality of
the candidates they have selected.

We are here today to recognize the
deeds of men who act courageously
and unselfishly when fire breaks out.
They do not stop to ask whether this
fire could have been prevented; they
perform their duties without qualifica-
tion. Therefore, I think it is incumb

Your Honour for investiture.

Your Honour, the second reapientis
First Class Firefighter Ron Gorrie of
the Thunder Bay Fire Department.

Firefighter Gorne's medal was won
as a result of a fire which daimed the
life of our third recipient, Firefighter
Michael Charles Fikis, and a citzen,
Jack Bendick, owner of a chip silo
which caught fire in March 1979,

Firefighter Gorrie heard a faint call
for help from Firefighter Fikis who had
gone into the silo o rescue the owner.
Despite the fact he had no air pack,
Firefighter Gorrie dashed in to help.
As both firefighters worked to save Mr.
Bendick, Mr. Fikis collapsed. Attempts
to revive Mr. Fikis were made untl Mr.
Gorrie was about to be overcome him-
self. He managed to reach a ladder and

on all of us to consider ways in which we
can improve the fire safety of our envi-
ronments. All of us should exerase
more caution in our own lives in an
effort to eliminate tragic fires that put
at risk the lives of ordinary dtizens and
firefighters alike.

Your Honour, it is a great privilege
for me to take part with you in this
investiture and with this award, to ex-
press the gratitude of a gr. ful publi
to the recipients and, through lhem
their fellow firefighters across the
province.

1 am pleased to introduce to you the
first recpient of the Ontario Medal for
Firefighters Bravery, Irwin Lobsinger,
the former chief of the Walkerton Fire
Department.

A much-honoured and brave man,
Chief Lobsinger carned his
Firefighters Bravery Medal for the
courage he displayed in entering a
smoke-filled and flame-filled residence
without a breathing apparatus in an
attempt to rescue a five-year-old boy.

A police officer and two firemen had
previously attempted 10 go up the stairs
to the young lad’s rescue in the May
1977 fire, but were driven back by heat
and smoke.

Chiefl Lobsinger decided to go in
through an upstairs window even
though he realized the opening was too
small to permit him to wear a breathing
apparatus. He groped around the sec-
ond floor before finding the
frightened boy huddled against the
wall in a bedroom.

The Chief passed the boy out the
window and then collapsed himself. He
was pulled to safety by his men and was
hospitalized in critical condition for
five days.

Unfortunately, young Keith Flynn
died, despite the Chief’s heroic efforts.
The sympathies of the people of On-
tario go out to his family.

I now call upon Fire Chief Lloyd
Hehn of the Walkerton Fire Depart-
ment w present Chief Lobsinger to

was pulled to safety and taken to hos-
pital where he was treated for smoke
inhalaton.

Your Honour, Firefighter CGorrie
demonstrated extraordinary courage
in the best traditions of his profession. |
would now ask Fire Chief Walter Drew
of the Thunder Bay Fire Department
to present Firefighter Gorrie to you for
the award of his medal.

The next award Your Honour, is
posthumous and recognizes the selfless
act of courage of Firefighter Fikis,

Firefighter Fikis, upon arrival at the
fire, entered the silo to search for Mr.
Bendick who had been overcome by
fumes.

He found the stricken man and im-
mediately took off his face mask o
share his oxygen with Mr. Bendick in
an attempt to revive him. But the fumes
were so thick and deadly, that
Firefighter Fikis was quickly overcome
himself. And as we heard, the efforts of
Firefighter Gorrie to rescue both men
were tragically in vain.

Your Honour, the dedsion to share
his oxygen with Mr. Bendick, was a
most generous and brave act on behalf
of Firefighter Fikis. His tragic, yet no-
ble death, underlines the debe all of us
owe to firefighters across this province
who daily live with the reality that the
performance of their duty could cost
them their lives. [ say now, on my own
behalf, and on behalf of my Cabinet
Colleagues and the people of Ontario,
that we are deeply indebted to
Firefighter Fikis and regret very much
that such a good man was lost to us and
to his family.

We are privileged today, Your Hon-
our, to have the son and daughter of
Firefighter Fikis here to receive their
father's medal. Jamie and Kristin the
people of Ontano are very proud of
your father and are most grateful that
you are here to accept this medal which
acknowledges our debt to him,

I would ask Chief Drew to present
Jamie and Kristin to Your Honour for
the investiture. =



Chaef Walter Dreu
e lO0Ks OR, a5 the
Premier of Ontano
congratulates Ron
Cornie

hrc/dh(rr Gord Ferguson P.F.D.

Abeve, Lieutenant Governor McGibbon prnming Medal of Bravery
on Chief Irwin Lobsanger

Medals of Bravery

Two Canadian Forces members were awarded Medals of Bravery by
the governor general. Captain William MacLennan, a protestant chaplain
from St. Peter's, N.S. disarmed a distraught man at CFB Gagetown on
April 26, 1977. Marrant Officer Edgar Weatherbee, of Truro, N.S., while
serving with the Canadian Airborne Regiment at Petawawa, saved Corporal
R.C. 0'Brien from falling to his death while parachuting near CFB Borden
on October 30, 1977.



890 CANADIAN PLASTIC CAP BADGES
ReW. Irwin

Plastic cap badges were authorized in Great Britain by an Army
Council Instruction in 1941 as a measure to conserve metal. The
number of badges were extended from time to time until almost 100
regiments and corps were represented. Plastic badges were used
well into the 1950's. The badges proved to be unsatisfactory in
use as they were fragile and broke. The metal prong fasteners
were easily broken after little use. In Great Britain plastic cap

badges were produced in three colours - chocolate brown, grey and
light fawn.

In Canada a shortage of brass developed in 1942, In June 1942
the Inspection Board asked if plastic badges could be produced here.
Samples were obtained from Britain for examination and on September
9, 1942 it was decided to produce such badges. Three companies
were asked to produce hand-made badges that month for submission
prior to a contract being let. All badges were to be made from
cellulose acetate in a chocolate brown colour.

The Canadian Buttons Ltd., Montreal produced plastic badges for
R.C.0.C., R.C.A.S.C. and R.C.A.F. M. Wintrob & Son, Toronto made
R.C.E. and R.C.A. while Percy Herman Ltd., Toronto produced plastic
badges for R.C.E. and Q.0.R.

Orders were finally placed for the following badges under contract
R.C.E.; R.C.A.; R.C.A.3.C.; R.C.0.0.; R.C. Sigs; Canadian Parachute
Corps; R.C.A.F. buttons; and later the C.T.T.C.

The availability of scrap brass and the cost of plastic moulds
precluded their large scale use when only small numbers of badges
were required.

UNITED NATIONS INTERIM FORCE IN LEBANON

The standard U.N. medal with a new ribbon will be awarded to
Canadian troops for 90 days' service with the United Nations Int-
erim Force in Lebanon, about 120 men.

The ribbon represents the flags of the U.N. and Lebanon. From
one end it is described (length in mm):- U.N. blue (9), white (1.5),
red (1), white (1.5;, dark green (9), white (1.5), red (1), white
(1.5), U.N. blue (9
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North Shore Resinent.
Ontario Hegiment.
O ford Rifles
Perth Regitent . ...
Pitou Highlaoders. . .
Prince Albert and Blltlt\
furd Volunteers. .
Prince Fdward Tsland
Highlanders ..
Prince Fdwand Jsland
Light Horse. . .
Prince of Wales Ru;enl .
Princess Louise Fusiliers .
Princess of Wales' (Own
irnent . .
PPCLI.. R
Queen's Own Cameron
Highlanders of Canada.
Quees’'s Own Rifles of
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Uueeno » Y ork R-lxen
Regina Rifle Regiment. .
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Scots Fugiliers of Canada.
Seaforth 1ighlanters of

13 . s=e
Sherbrooke 1 - Regt.
Sherhirooke K nt
South Alberr ment
South Saskat. . n Regt.
Stormont, 1. « and

Gleongarry Ha iwnders
Three Rivers Koo oment
Toronto  Scottir Hegt.

ment.

\rurnns Guard » Cagads
Victoria Rifle«. . "anada.
Westminster K« nent |
West Nova S Reet
Winnipeg Gre wisers
Wionipeg Ligh !nfantry
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Victory
No.

S
-~

12
15

18
23

36

42

45

54
60
62
64

71
72

Many of the above were not Canadians.
above individuals I would be pleased to

miTAm

30T DOwN BY HAKFRED,

2/Lt. Irons
or
Lt. A.H.M. Copeland

Lt. T.H. Clark

&
2/Lt. J.C, Lees
Lt. P.B.G. Hunt
2/Lt. H.J.H. Dicksee
&

Capt. JoBo 'Juested
Capt. 0. Greig
&

Lt., J.E. Maclennan

2/Lt. C.D. Bennett

Lt. J.B.E. Crosbie
&

Sgte. J.E. Prance
Lt. Richard P. Baker
Lt. H.g. Adams

Lt. J.J. Stewart
Sgt. J.A. Cunliffe
&

2AM W. Batten
2/Lt. A. Pascoe

2/Lt. %.S. Andrews
2/Lt. D.P. Collis
2/Lt. J.B.C. Madge
Lt. J.A.V. Boddy
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FREIEZRR VON RICHTHOFEN, WHO SURVIVED

21
a5
15
15

32
1

1 i

a5
25

2/Lt. L.C.F. Clutterbuck

&
2/Lt. H.J. Sparks
Capt. T.S. Sharpe:
Capt. K.R. Kirkman

62
62

73
20

RI'C
RO

RFC
FFC
RFC
IFC

RFC

RFC
RFC
RFC

RFC
RFC
RFC

RFC
RFC

RFC
RFC

RFC
RFC
RFC

RFC
RFC

RFC
RFC

who is researching any of the above.

list of the fortunate few who survived

10-10-16

10-10-16
11-20-16

12=11-16
12=27-16

1-24-17

E=14-17
3= 4-17

3-24-17
4= 5-17

4-13-17

4-16-17

6~23-17
9= 1-17
11-23-17
3-12-18

3-27-18
3-27-18

Over Albert, wounded

Made POW
Over Gueudecourt, POW

ditto
Over Mercatel, POW
Cver Ficheux,wounded

ditto , not wounded
Over Vitry, POW

ditto
West of Loos, POW

wounded
Over Givenchy, POW
Over Quincy, POW

ditto
Monchy-Feuchy,wounded

ditto
Bailleul-Cavrelle,wded

ditto

Over Dickibush,injured
Near Zonnebeke,POW
#Wounded, escaped
Jauroy, POW

ditto
POW
Foucacourt, POW

1f you have information on the
send the address of a person

In any case it makes a nice
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UNFICYP - Cyprus

In early April the 3e Bataillon Royal 22e Régiment based at
Valcartier, Quebec, replaced the 8th Canadian Hussars (Princess Louise's)
in Cyprus. In early October, the Vandoos were replaced by 290 officers
and men of the Lord Strathcona's Horse (Royal Canadians) (LdSH{RC))
based at Calgary, augmented by 126 personnel from 3rd Regiment, Royal
Canadian Horse Artillery, CFB Shilo, Manitoba. It was the 32nd rotation

to take place since Canadians began serving there in March, 1964.

UNEF - Eqypt and UNDOF - Syria, Israel

On July 24th, the UN Security Council allowed the 4,000-man UN

Emergency Force Middle East's (UNEFME) mandate to expire after nearly

six years of existence. Repatriation of the 850-man Canadian contingent
responsible for the forces logistics and communications is now complete.
However, United Nations headquarters requested Canada to supply 50
additional troops to the UN Disengagement Observer Force on the Golan
Heights. The augmentation of UNDOF permits the establishment of a
"movement control detachment in Latakia, Syria and an increase in logistical
services on the Golan Heights to compensate for support formeriy provided

by UNEFME. During
the period of the UNEF mandate over 12,000 Canadian Regular and Reserve

personnel have served in the area.

Small Arms Competition
This was followed in August by the annual Canadian Forces'

Small Arms competitions at Connaught Ranges near Ottawa. This

year the coveted Queen's Medals were won by Regular Force Master Corporal
Tony Cromwell of Birchtown, N.S., of the Airborne Regiment, CFB Petawawa,

and Reserve Force Corporal Dave Dakie, a member of the Loyal Edmonton
Regiment.



The Dally Mercury, Guelph, Mon., Nov. 19, 1978

By VERNE MCILWRAITH

For an inland city, Guelph's connec-
tions with the seas are most notable,
even apart from the fact that the
Royal City gave great numbers of its
citizens to serve in the naval arm of
the war services.

In another column it was recalled
that the city founder, John Gait,
thought he saw a connection with the
Atlantic through the River Speed and
Ms connections with the Grand River
-and Lake Erje leading to the new St.
‘Lawrence route.

. An honor held by few seaboard com-
munities can be about by
Guelph since there have been two

was appointed as superindendant,
HMC Dockyards, Esquimalt, B.C.,
and in charge of naval establishments
on the Pacific coast in Oct. 1914. He
continued in that appointment until
January 1918. During that time he
was attached to HMCS Clearwater,
(shore establishment).

As there was little danger of hostile
activities on the Pacific Coast that
year and as activities on the Atlantic
Coast were expanding to meet the
threat of submarine warfare, Adm.
Story was transfered to the east coast.
While attached to HMCS Nicbe from
Feb. 1, 1918 until May 15, 1919 he was
named admiral superintendant of the
HMC Dockyard at Halifax, N.S. He
was demobilized in Feb. 1919 upon
reduction to a peace basis of the
Royal Canadian Navy.

In 1932 his services were again
utilized in the RCN for the purpose of
presiding over court martial pro-

ceedings, (which apparently were not
too numerous).

Throughout his services with the
Canadian naval forces, Adm. Story's

career and his sound
jnﬂm&um experience

were most valuable in the RCN ..

throughout the trying years of the

Great War, (1914-18).

o o e
lived In

Guelph, but his Canadian

years he did have a Montreal address.

897

THE ROYAL IRISH

I wish to make it elear that the Harp
& Crown badge was in use only between
the years 18811922, the Regiment being
rsbarded in the latter year
The badge to which | referred waa the
on= used prior to 1881, in which year the
Regument cessd 10 be known as the 18th
Regiment of Foot — the Royal Irisl: —
and beenmis the lat and 2nd Battalions
of The Ruyal Irisn Kegunent. The Wer-
ford Militia became the 3rd (Militia)
Battalion; The North Tipperary Light
Infantry became the 4th (Militia) Batta-
lion, sad The Kilkenny Fusliers, the Sth
(Milicia) Battalion. It was st that time
(1851) that the badge referred to by the
Major was struck and worn by all ranks.
Thz composition of the badge prior to
1651 wan the Carter inscribed “Royal
Irish"™ and divided top and bottom by a
bar, superscnibed “Egypt”’; the top half
showing the Sphinx, and the bottom half
the numeral “18”, the whole surmounted
by the Lion rampanst. The Lion was
also worn on a shield as the nollar badge
of the Regiment, and during the last war

commasioned racks, the cap hadge in
bronse was worn on the enllar.

cussion was formed in 1684 and was
known as the Royal Regiment of Ireland,
It had the honour of being the semior
[ish regiment and rontinued o0 until the
Colours were banded over to their King

st Winosor Castle on l“l-.lu
thereby closing 238 years of glorious
service 0 the Empire, — . & Cox,

Valour Road Brasch, Canadian
Wimipeg, Man,



HISTORICAL RECORDS

K. R. & O. (IMPERIAL).—No. 1931

1981 I''ms record shall contain the following particulars relating
t«. the corps, unit or department:

1, The circumstances of its original formation.

(2) Any unusual means by which it has been recruited.

(3) The stations at which it has been employed, and the dates
of its arrival at and departures from such stations.

(4) The military operations in which it has been engaged, and
its achievements.

(5) The names of all officers killed or wounded, and the name
of any officer or soldier who has specially distinguished
himself in action.

(6) The badges and devices which it has been permitted to
bear and the reason for which such badges and devices or
other marks of distinction, were granted, together with the
date and authority for same.

(7) Alterations in clothing, arms, accoutrements, colours, or
horse furniture, with the date and authority for the same.

(%) Any other important matter relating to its regimental ad-
ministration, such as changes in peace establishments and
terms of service.

(9) Drafts received and despatched, their strength, dates of
their arrival and departure, and names of officers who
accompanied them. Drafts numerically weaker than offi-
cer's party should not be separately specified.

(10) Any other matter which may be considered of historical
importance.

K.R. & O. (CANADA).—Nos. 1516-7-8.

1516. A historical record is to be kept for every corps, stating the
circumstances of the original formation of the corps, the means
by which it has been recruited and the alterations in the estab-
lishment.

1517. This account is to specify the military operations in which
the corps has been engaged, and to record its achievements.
It is to contain the names of all officers killed, and the name of
any officer or soldier who has specially distinguished himself
in action. The badge and devices which the corps has been
permitted to bear, and the reasons for which such badges and
devices, or other marks of distinction, were granted, together
with the date of the authority for the same, are to be stated.

1518. Any orders directing particular alterations in the clothing
arms, accoutrements, colours, or horse furniture, are to be re-
corded under their proper dates.



